Barchi Nafshi — Psalm 104

Presented by Michael Nicholls

What is owed to the ode
of Akhenaten to Aten?
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Relates to the wonders of creation

Bereishit — Genesis Chapter 1

Same sequence of creation. But there are

Where else
does the Tenakh
relate to
creation?

significant differences in approach.

Bereishit relates the sequence of events — how
thte world and cosmos came about. Whereas this
psalm is more poetic and descriptive.

Job Chapters 38-39

Cannot ignore the similarity to Hymn to Aten




Akhenaten
(Amenhotep IV) 1352-1336

Changed the religion to monotheism,
worship of Aten a sun god. Probably
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Leviathan is also included...
Ugarithic (Lothan) was once a beloved of the deity El, a plaything.
Or leviathan might mean escorting dolphins near ships (JSB).
(Baba Batra 75, Job 21, Isaiah 27:1).
Enormous sea monster. God slew the female to stop the pair breeding & destroying
the world.
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Bless the Lord, O my soul; 1-9 Tin -an D'TIB 'DI7N nIN' NIN' DX "UD:_] D72 N
O Lord, My God, You are very great; YT YT
You are clothed in glory and majesty, . .
wrapped in a robe of light; n_\Jljl:_) DIY_JQJ ngn nm'?w_a NN nUM A
You spread the heavens like a tent cloth.

He sets the rafters of His lofts in the waters, q'.‘,nnn 1D D'V DN I'MIi"Y D' NPNAN A
makes the clouds His chariot, ‘N1 '91d Yy
moves on the wings of the wind. .

He makes the winds His messengers, ‘UNY YN I'MIYN NN 1DXYN Ny T
fiery flames His servants.

He established the earth on its foundations, TVl DI?iU VIiNnAM 72 nibn Yy YIX TO! n
so that it shall never totter.

You made the deep cover it as a garment; ‘D' 1Y 0NN 7Y IN'0d Yil7d Dinn |
the waters stood above the mountains.

They fled at Your blast, HTON! ANV '7|I7 N MO ANIYA N T
rushed away at the sound of Your thunder,
— mountains rising, valleys sinking — nnY NTO! NT DI7YJ '7N J'\IU71 1T DN I'?.U' n
to the place You established for them.

You set bounds they must not pass 0

so that they never again cover the earth.
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You make springs gush forth in torrents;

they make their way between the hills,

10-18

4270 DN '2 07032 D'V N7YNN

giving drink to all the wild beasts; ‘ONNN DO'XI9 DAV TV NN '73 .|I7w| N!
the wild asses slake their thirst.

The birds of the sky dwell beside them '7||7 11! O'NOY |'ANn IIDWI D'NYin c]u} Dnl'-,_v L
and sing among the foliage.

You water the mountains from Your (His) lofts; VAWN H'W.UYJ MoN I'MNif7un 0N HPWYJ bL
the earth is sated from the fruit of Your work. YIND

You make the grass grow for the cattle, lein'? DTND n'_r:y'z AYWYI NN ﬂJ'Z I'¥N N'N¥YN T
and herbage for man’s labour YIND N nnYy
that he may get food out of the earth - . .
wine that cheers the hearts of men Dn'7| Ingjn N9 blnxn"’ ViiIN 11'7 nn! |||| 10
oil that makes the face shine, “TVUO' Vi[IN 117
and bread that sustains man’s life. . . .

The trees of the Lord drink their fill, ‘Y1 WUN Ih:_'? ITIN DIN' 'YV YA TO
the cedars of Lebanon, His own planting,
where birds make their nests; ‘NN D'YiNA AT'oN ‘|]3|7' NMON NVJj NN T
the stork has her home in the junipers.

The high mountains are for wild goats; n'

the crags are a refuge for rock-badgers.
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19-23

He made the moon to mark the seasons; ‘iNIAN VT vinvi D' TVINY N nwy (b1
the sun knows when to set.

You bring on darkness and it is night, ! IN'N 99 WUnOn ia N7y ']wn NN b)
when all the beasts of the forests stir.

The lions roar for prey, :DI???X HXN Ufli?'l ':'ﬂl,)'? D'AXY D7'9I0 N
seeking their food from God.

When the sun rises, they come home Y2 DNIivn NI [HOON! vinvin NIt ab)]
and couch in their dens.

Man then goes out to his work, pb)

to his labour until the evening.
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24-30

How many are the things You have made, O Lord; AN7N N'WY ANONA 09O 2N q'iU.UY.I A1 NN ™
You have made them all with wisdom; : 207 YN
the earth is full of Your creations. o .

There is the sea, vast and wide, 90N |'N| wna DYy D'T 2N '7|'-|'A D'NNT nd
with its creatures beyond number, ‘Ni7Ta DV DiJUP NN
living things, small and great. | |

There go the ships, A I—’nw'-, DX NT ID“'? ||3L”J' ]'“l]l( ng 1>
and Leviathan that You formed to sport with.

All of them look to You IV 07OX NNY I'Ijawl q|'7N n'7> ™
to give them their food when it is due.

Give it to them, they gather it up; il ||.UD-W' AT NNON ||U|7I7' Dn'? BRNR nd
open Your hand, they are well satisfied;
hide Your face, they are terrified; D19V YNI V' DD qo_'n |.|'7n3_| 719 VNN VD
take away their breath, they perish : |'D°I'U"
and turn again into dust; ‘
send back Your breath, they are created, 7

and You renew the face of the earth.
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31-35

May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 'WYNA DN Nniw' 07ivY nmne Tind e N7
may the Lord rejoice in His works!

He looks at the earth and it trembles; - AYjY'l D'NA VA TV Y-]N", U'ANN 17
He touches the mountains and they smoke.

| will sing to the Lord as long as | live; 1 TivA MYNY2 NN "N NNty N'WIN a7
all my life I will chant hymns to my God.

May my prayer be pleasing to Him; ‘NN NNWX DIN 'N'Y 'Y 1YY T7
| will rejoice in the Lord.

May sinners disappear from the earth, n?

and the wicked be no more.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

Halleluyah.
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The Great Hymn to the Aten (Assmann trans.) https://www.thetorah.com/article/psalm-104-and-its-parallels-in-pharaoh-akhenatens-hymn

Song 1: The Daily Circuit

Morning — beauty Aten

Beautifully you rise in heaven’s lightland, living Aten, who allots life. You have dawned on the eastern horizon and have filled every land with your beauty.

Hymn 1-5

Noon —dominion Aten |You are beauteous, great, radiant, high over every land; your rays embrace the lands to the limit of all you have made. Being Re’, you reach their limits and bend them down for the son
Hymn 6-12 whom you love. Though you are far, your rays are on earth; though one sees you, your strides are hidden.

Night — chaos When you set in the western lightland, earth is in darkness in the condition of death. The sleepers are in their chambers, heads covered, one eye does not see the other, were they

Aten Hymn 13-23

robbed of their gods under their heads, they don’t notice it. Every lion comes from its den, all the serpents bite. Darkness is a grave, Earth is in silence: Their creator has set in his
lightland.

Morning — rebirth

Aten Hymn 24-44

At dawn you have risen in the lightland and are as radiant as the sundisk of daytime. You dispel the dark, you cast your rays, the Two Lands are in festivity daily. Humans awake, they
stand on their feet, you have roused them. They wash and dress, their arms in adoration of your appearance; the entire land sets out to work. all beasts browse on their herbs, trees,
herbs are sprouting; birds fly from their nests, their wings raised in adoration of your ka. All flocks frisk on their feet, all that fly up and alight, they live when you dawn for them. Ships
fare north, fare south as well, every road lies open when you rise. The fish in the river dart before you — Your rays are in the midst of the sea.

Song 2: Creation

Cosmic creation —
multitude and diversity

Aten Hymn 63-76

How many are your deeds, though hidden from sight, O Sole God beside whom there is none! You made the earth following your heart when you were alone, with people, herds, and
flocks; all upon earth that walks on legs, all on high that fly on wings, the foreign lands of Syria and Nubia, the land of Egypt. You set every man in his place, you supply his needs;
everyone has his food, his lifetime is counted. Their tongues differ in speech, their characters likewise; their skins are distinct, for you distinguished the people.

The Two Niles

Aten Hymn 77-90

You made the Nile in the netherworld, you bring him when you will, to nourish the people, for you made them for yourself. Lord of all, who toils for them, Lord of all lands who shines
for them, Sundisk of daytime, great in glory! All distant lands, you keep them alive; you made a heavenly Nile descend for them. He makes waves on the mountains like the sea, to drench
their fields with what they need. How efficient are your plans, O Lord of eternity! A Nile from heaven for foreign people and for the creatures in the desert that walk on legs, but for Egypt
the Nile who comes from the netherworld.

Song 3: Transformations: God, Nature, and the King

The Seasons

Aten Hymn 91-95

Your rays nurse all fields, when you shine, they live and grow for you. You made the seasons to foster all you made, winter, to cool them, summer, that they taste you.

Transformations in
Heaven and on Earth
Aten Hymn 96-105

You made the sky far to shine therein, to see all that you make, while you are One, risen in your form of the living sundisk, shining and radiant, near and far. You make millions of forms
from yourself alone, towns, villages, fields, road and river. All eyes behold you upon them, when you are above the earth as the disk of daytime.
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